
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA.,  

to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

     Our five-week sermon series, “Called,” focuses on the life of the prophet Elijah, who lived and 

served in the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the reign of King Ahab and invites us to 

consider the many ways that God calls us to live and serve as followers of Jesus. Today’s sermon, 

Imperfect Obedience, is the first in the series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and 

sermon notes on Page 5. 

      Series Spiritual Practice: Because the sermon series, “Called,” centers on the prophet of Elijah 

as a model for Christian living, we are invited to spend the five weeks of the series reading 

through Chapters 17-19 of 1 Kings in the Old Testament. As we read the incredible stories of 

Elijah’s life, the depth of his faith will challenge and encourage us in our own faith. 
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             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Gary Boles (806)-584-1222 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Connections/Communication:  

     Lisa Alexander 

Artistic Design: Teysha Vinson 

Children: Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: 

      Tim Palmer (July 3) 

Finance: Randy Johnson 

Reception: Hope Rouse 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 
Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. Closed 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 
 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, July 9: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m.         Sunday School 

10:05 a.m. Reception for the Boles Family  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

 

Monday, July 10:  

                        Camp Butman 4th-6th graders 

  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

    

Tuesday, July11: 

                        Camp Butman 4th-6th graders             

 

Wednesday, July 12: 

                         Camp Butman 4th-6th graders  

6:00 p.m.    SPRC Meeting 

 

Thursday, July 13:   

               Camp Butman 4th-6th graders 

  6:00 p.m.          Finance Meeting 

 

COMING UP 
 

Sunday, July 19th 

                        Children’s Ministry Family Fun Night 

Sunday, July 16: 

   5:00 p.m.  Pavilion Party at the Community Garden 

                         located at S. 19th Street and Amarillo 
 



Youth: UM ARMY Mission Trip 
      During the week of June 

25, many of the Aldersgate 

youth traveled four hours 

northeast to join with youth 

from other churches around 

the state  through the 

organization UM ARMY 

(United Methodist Action 

Reach Out by Youth) to serve 

in the city of Bonham, Texas. 

      Throughout the week, more than 50 youth and adults gathered to worship, build lasting 

relationships and serve God by serving God’s people and repairing their houses. 

On Thursday night, the residents were invited to have dinner with and worship with the work 

teams. Cathy was one of those clients. She works full time at the food pantry and always focuses on 

giving to others before being concerned about herself. During dinner and worship, she was able to 

share about the difficulty that she was experiencing in accepting the gift of help to repair her home.  

Cathy continued to say she didn’t feel she deserved such a blessing but that God had helped her 

to realize that even though we don’t deserve God’s love and blessing, God freely gives them to us 

anyway.  

It is clear from Cathy’s story that the students on the trip were used by God as the hands and feet 

of Christ as they repaired some homes and offered some hope, but the students also clearly the 

received the blessing and benefit of being reminded of the truth that Cathy shared: God gives freely. 

And so do we, as followers of Jesus. 

      This perspective depend 

our faith, as did the realization 

that although one person 

might have had difficulty 

completing the tasks that were 

before us that week, together, 

we were able to unite as part 

o f  G o d ’ s  c o n t i n u a l 

movement to bring heaven 

to earth.  

 — Daniel Mathis 
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Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received Last Week =   $    13,255.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    13,255.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  384,083.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (18,892.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $    13,860.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

Daisy Walsh 

Tyler Hammons 

 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 7.2.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Randy Johnson via 

email at randy@aldersgateabilene.org. 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 211  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 153 

Sunday School = 174 

 

 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 

Vacation Bible School: VBS is August 7-9 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. If you are interested in 

volunteering or enrolling your kids in VBS, see your insert in today’s In Action. If you have any 

questions, contact Amber Redman at amber@aldersgateabilene.org 

Service:  



Children: Vacation Bible School 

Academy: Summer Fun 

      I am so excited about Vacation Bible School, which will take 

place August 7-9 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. here at the church. (Our 

theme, Minion Factory: Whom Do You Serve?,  which 

makes Wednesday night, August 10, the perfect night for our last 

Summer Blast activity of the season. All are welcome come to the 

Fellowship Hall that night at 6:30 p.m. for a showing of Despicable 

Me, featuring, of course, the minions.) But back to VBS — 

Children ages 3 through 5th Grade are welcome to come and 

study heroes from the Bible such as Ruth, King David and Peter. 

You may register your child or grandchild online at 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or by using the insert in the In 

Action today. You also may use the insert to sign up to prepare for and serve during VBS. For 

example, I am looking to borrow the following items: a fog machine, two hard hats, a lab coat, a 

storm trooper mask, a rubber chicken, a robot and adult female and male costumes for biblical 

characters. As you can tell, we are going to have so much fun! Please feel free to contact me 

at amber@aldersgateabilene.org with your questions and offers to serve! — Amber Redman 

      Many of you know Aldersgate Academy for our excellent weekday 

parent’s day out and preschool program for children from birth to 5 

years of age, which runs during the school year. This summer marked 

the reopening of our summer program. In June and July, about 50 

children ages from 1-5 years are coming to the Academy on Tuesdays 

and Thursday to learn and have so much fun. Every Tuesday is Water 

Day! The children come to school in their swimsuits and play in the 

water for an hour 

and a half on 

Tuesday morning 

under the covered 

playground area.  

What a joy it is to offer this program so that 

parents may attend to other needs, children 

may enjoy time with each other and stay 

familiar with a school routine and teachers 

can make extra money. Your prayers and 

support make all the difference. Thank you!  

http://www.aldersgateabilene.org/
mailto:amber@aldersgateabilene.org


      Today, we begin a five-week sermon series titled 

“Called,” which is based on the stories of the life of the prophet 

Elijah.  In Northern Kingdom of Israel during the reign of King 

Ahab, Elijah spoke the words of God to the people and prophesied 

against the king.  

      Elijah makes for an incredible study, so during the next five 

weeks, we will review scenes from his life as we hope to glean 

some concepts that will help us as we live our own. As we do, we 

will uncover ways that Elijah serves as a model for Christian living 

today. God called this prophet for a specific purpose, and that call, 

even being from God, leads Elijah to challenge his own ability to obey and follow God at 

times.   

We, too, often struggle with the tension that  arises as we follow God and continue 

to seek our own desires. God’s word teaches us that following faithfully leads to God’s 

perfect will for our lives.   

At the same time, following God may lead us to a place where we feel unsure or 

often uneasy about the direction. That still small voice that speaks into our hearts often 

leads us to a place with which we are unfamiliar.   

Elijah probably never expected to hear from God in the wilderness in a cave.  I never 

expected to hear from God in a small church camp outside of Abilene 30 years ago when I 

attended that Walk to Emmaus weekend that I mentioned last Sunday. But that is the beauty 

of following God, the unexpected. God still moves in the hearts of people and encourages 

people in unexpected ways, and these next five Sundays together have been designed to 

help us recognize and celebrate those ways of God.   

Julie and I are so blessed to have the opportunity to serve here in Abilene at 

Aldersgate and are excited to meet more of you today and as the weeks progress.  I 

personally appreciate all of the kind words and deeds that have touched my heart.  You 

have made our family feel so 

welcome.  You have become to 

Julie and me the hands and feet of 

Christ, just as you have been 

called to be in our local mission 

field, in our city and around the 

world. I look forward to 

exploring the ways that God calls 

us in the next several weeks 

together. 



Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus


